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SHORT SYNOPSIS

THREE DOLLARS is the story of Eddie (David Wenham), an honest, compassionate man who finds himself with a wife, a child, and three dollars. 

Eddie’s world revolves around the three women in his life: his brilliant wife Tanya (Frances O’Connor), a passionate academic, their six year old daughter Abby (Joanna Hunt-Prokhovnik), who heightens the stakes on every decision Eddie makes, and his childhood sweetheart, the beautiful, privileged Amanda (Sarah Wynter), who re-appears in his life with mathematical certainty every nine and a half years.

At any other time the world would have smiled on Eddie. But times have changed and the world values other things.

Surviving with a blend of self-depreciating wit, spirited sensitivity and a big heart, Eddie’s life is rich with the pleasures and pains of love, family, friendship and marriage.

But with only three dollars to his name Eddie will be faced with a choice that will change the direction of his life forever.

Running time 119 mins

35mm colour.  1:1.85

Dolby SR-D 5.1
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Eddie DAVID WENHAM

Tanya FRANCES O’CONNOR

Amanda SARAH WYNTER
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SYNOPSIS
EDDIE

Every nine and a half years I see Amanda. This is not a rule, it doesn’t have to happen but it does. Most recently was today, I had three dollars.

THREE DOLLARS is the story of Eddie (David Wenham), an honest, compassionate man who finds himself with a wife, a child, and three dollars. 

Eddie’s world revolves around the three women in his life: his brilliant wife Tanya (Frances O’Connor), a passionate academic, their six year old daughter Abby (Joanna Hunt-Prokhovnik), who heightens the stakes on every decision Eddie makes, and his childhood sweetheart, the beautiful, privileged Amanda (Sarah Wynter), who re-appears in his life with mathematical certainty every nine and a half years.

Surviving with a blend of self-depreciating wit, spirited sensitivity and a big heart, his life is rich with the pleasures and pains of love, family, friendship and marriage.

But with only three dollars to his name Eddie will be faced with a choice that will change the direction of his life forever.

THREE DOLLARS initially unfolds as a “detective story of the heart” as Eddie investigates the pieces of his life to make sense of the predicament he is in. As we delve into Eddie’s past, his childhood infatuation with Amanda sits side by side in prominence with his memory of the first time he met Tanya, his proposal of marriage, their wedding, plans and dreams for the future.

Of particular interest to Eddie’s investigation of his life are his recurring, seemingly coincidental encounters with people. Amanda Claremont’s regular appearance acts perhaps as a barometer of Eddie’s economic descent, and a possible reminder of another path his life could have taken. The return of Nick at Eddie’s lowest moment has a surprising impact on his life, the direct result of an earlier encounter and act of kindness.
THREE DOLLARS explores how a good man, living only two pay packets away from losing everything, ends up with only three dollars. 

At any other time the world would have smiled on Eddie. But times have changed and the world values other things. Full of unexpected humour, THREE DOLLARS is the story of a good man in tough times and his resilience in the face of the world’s attempts to break him.
ROBERT CONNOLLY – Director and Screenwriter 

Robert Connolly is best known as the director and writer of THE BANK, and the producer of the award winning film THE BOYS.

THE BANK, Robert's first feature as director and writer had its world premiere in the Discovery Section at the Toronto International Film Festival and Zabaltegi section of the San Sebastian Film Festival. It was the opening night film for the Melbourne International Film Festival’s 50th Anniversary and has screened at over thirty international film festivals. THE BANK was nominated for 9 Australian Film Institute (AFI) Awards including Best Film, Best Director and Best Original Screenplay, which Robert won.

THE BOYS, Robert's first feature film as producer, had its world premiere In Competition, Berlin International Film Festival 1998. It was nominated for 13 AFI Awards including Best Film, and won awards for Best Director, Best Adapted Screenplay, Best Supporting Actor and Best Supporting Actress.

Robert studied at the Australian Film Television and Radio School where he directed a number of award winning short films including MR IKEGAMI'S FLIGHT, receiving awards including a Golden Plaque at the Chicago International Film Festival, making it eligible for an Academy Award. His last short film RUST BUCKET won Second Prize and Best Actor at Sydney's renowned Tropicana Film Festival and screened at the prestigious Telluride Film Festival.

Robert received a Centenary Medal for services to the Australian Film Industry, and is a Board member of the NSW Film and Television Office and member of the Arts Advisory Council to the NSW Ministry of the Arts.

In 1998 he was named by Variety Magazine as one of the 10 best emerging producers in the world.

JOHN MAYNARD - Producer
John Maynard is regarded as a producer with an instinct for talent and original projects. John has worked as a producer for over 25 years and his support and encouragement for new talent has introduced to world cinema directors such as Vincent Ward and Jane Campion, resulting in three consecutive films In Competition, Cannes Film Festival: Ward’s first and second films VIGIL (1984), THE NAVIGATOR: A MEDIEVAL ODYSSEY (1988) and Jane Campion’s first feature, SWEETIE (1989). 

In 1989, together with partner Bridget Ikin, he co-produced Jane Campion’s AN ANGEL AT MY TABLE, in 1990 winner of the “Silver Lion” In Competition, Venice Film Festival.

THE BOYS (Director: Rowan Woods), John’s first collaboration with business partner Robert Connolly, debuted In Competition, Berlin International Film Festival 1998. In 2000 John and Robert produced THE MONKEY’S MASK based on the novel in verse by Dorothy Porter and directed by Samantha Lang.

THREE DOLLARS re-unites the creative ensemble behind THE BANK, working with Robert and David Wenham for the third time.

ELLIOT PERLMAN – Screenwriter and author of THREE DOLLARS
Elliot Perlman’s first novel THREE DOLLARS won the 1998 Age Book of the year, the 1999 Betty Trask Prize and the Fellowship of Australian Writers’ Award in the same year. It was also nominated for the Miles Franklin Literary Award 1998. Published in Australia by Picador, it has been re-printed 11 times, released in the UK by Faber and is soon to be released in the US by Penguin. The special film tie-in paperback edition of Three Dollars by Elliot Perlman will be available in Australia February 2005.  

His second book, THE REASONS I WON’T BE COMING, won the Steele Rudd Award for the best Australian short story collection in its year of publication. 

His most recent novel SEVEN TYPES OF AMBIGUITY was most recently released in the US where it has been re-printed four times in its first fortnight in release. It is a New York Times Book Review Editor’s Choice and is currently in the top ten in release in France.

Elliot currently shares his time between New York and Melbourne and works as a barrister. THREE DOLLARS is his first screenplay.

REVIEWS OF THE NOVEL “THREE DOLLARS”

'Funny, moving and constantly surprising… Perlman is echoing Auden's cry "We must love one another or die"'

Time Out (UK)

'Few novels ever dare to fuse emotional and economic life with the passionate intelligence of this one'

Independent on Sunday (UK)

'Perlman moves deftly from the personal to the political, from intellectual debate to near farce to edgy tenderness. His novel gradually builds into a study of a whole generation, a sad, angry, disconcertingly funny reflection of the way we live now'

Times Literary Supplement (UK)

'Elliot Perlman writes about the importance of money in every day lives with the kind of calculating desperation we haven't seen since the novels of Henry James…Buy it'

Australian Way

'Perlman's critique of the culture of greed is considerably composed and rewardingly memorable'

Weekend Australian

“…you'd laugh aloud if it weren't for the lump in your throat'

Adelaide Advertiser

“Its intelligence, warmth and wit makes Three Dollars one of the year's most pleasant surprises'

Australian's Review of Books

'Three Dollars is caustically angry and unashamedly polemical. Perlman argues lucidly and with great passion that the misery and social division created by contemporary economics threaten the basic principles in our society is (purportedly) founded upon. Nor is there doubting Perlman's talent and control of his form…Its anger and passion mark the arrival of a writer of genuine ability'









Sydney Morning Herald
 

ABOUT THE CAST
EDDIE – David Wenham

EDDIE

This is how healthy people feel in unhealthy times.
Best known internationally for his performance as Faramir in the last two instalments of the Lord of the Rings trilogy, David has also starred in some of Australia’s best loved films, including Gettin’ Square (for which he received the 2003 AFI Award for Best Actor), Better Than Sex, Moulin Rouge!, Idiot Box and Cosi.  

Three Dollars marks David’s third collaboration with Robert Connolly.  Their previous films THE BOYS and THE BANK both earned David AFI Award nominations for Best Actor.  

David’s next project is the greatly anticipated new film THE PROPOSITION, written by musician Nick Cave and co-starring Guy Pearce.

TANYA – Frances O’Connor

TANYA

We used to be progressive. Now we look back with almost religious fondness to the past. This is a distinguishing characteristic of conservatives.
Born in England and raised in Australia, Frances O’Connor has steadily built an impressive body of work and has garnered attention from some of the industry’s most influential filmmakers, including Steven Spielberg and John Woo. She has starred alongside Jude Law in Spielberg’s A.I. – Artificial Intelligence and in Woo’s Windtalkers, opposite Nicholas Cage.  

Frances’ other film credits include The Importance of Being Earnest with Reese Witherspoon and Colin Firth, Bedazzled opposite Brendan Fraser, Timeline and Mansfield Park.  Notably, she first received critical praise for her roles in the Australian features Kiss or Kill and Love and Other Catastrophes.

On the small screen, Frances has received a Golden Globe nomination for Best Actress in a TV Movie or Mini-Series for PBS’ highly acclaimed Madame Bovary. 

She will next be seen in The Lazarus Child, co-starring Andy Garcia and Angela Bassett and Piccadilly Jim, written by Academy Award winner Julian Felloes and co-starring Sam Rockwell, Brenda Blethyn and Tom Wilkinson.

Frances currently resides in London.

AMANDA – Sarah Wynter

AMANDA

And now here we are. I mean what are the chances of running into you out of the blue like this?

EDDIE

About one in nine and a half times three hundred and sixty-five.
Born in Newcastle, Australia, Wynter attended boarding school in Sydney and arrived in New York City at age 17 to study drama.  There she studied with Penny Templeton and appeared in various off Broadway productions.

Sarah's film credits include The Sixth Day, opposite box office heavyweight Arnold Schwarzenegger, Coastlines for director Victor Nunez, which made its debut at the Sundance Film Festival in 2002, Bruce Beresford’s Bride of the Wind opposite Vincent Perez and Jonathan Pryce, and Lost Souls, directed by Academy Award-winning cinematographer Janusz Kaminski and co-starring Winona Ryder and Ben Chaplin.

Sarah has appeared in several independent films including Farewell, My Love, Jerks, MGM's Molly, Moving August and the TNT feature Race Against Time opposite Eric Roberts.

Wynter’s high profile television career includes the female lead in Fox’s critically acclaimed real time drama 24 opposite Kiefer Sutherland.  She has guest starred in HBO’s Sex and the City, MGM’s Species 2 and has recently been guest starring on USA Network’s The Dead Zone.  

 

In addition to THREE DOLLARS other upcoming features include the dark psychological thriller Shooting Livien and comedy/crime caper LA Dicks.


ABBY – Joanna Hunt-Prokhovnik

THREE DOLLARS is Joanna’s first feature film after terrific performances in the short films AND ONE STEP BACK (best short film at the St Kilda Film festival), and THE BOWER BIRD for the Victorian College of the Arts.

Joanna was cast in THREE DOLLARS in the role of Abby after a nation wide search. She is 9 years old.


NICK – Robert Menzies

Robert Menzies is one of Australia’s most experienced actors, both on stage and screen. His recent performance for the Melbourne and Sydney Theatre Companies as Heisenberg in Michael Frayn’s COPENHAGEN was received by critics as a career highlight. He has performed for all the major theatre companies in Australia in over fifty productions including KING LEAR, HAMLET, CLOSER, A DOLL’S HOUSE, GHOSTS and the Norman Lindsay biography THE ISHMAIL CLUB. On film he has similarly impressive credits including HEATWAVE, BLISS, ON OUR SELECTION, SIAM SUNSET and most recently Peter Cattaneo’s POPPY AND DINHAM. Robert graduated from NIDA in 1997.


GERARD – David Roberts

David Roberts is known internationally for his role as Rolland in THE MATRIX 2 and 3. In Australia his extensive film credits include GETTING SQUARE, ME, MYSELF, I and ROUNDABOUT, Rachel Griffith’s short film debut as director.  He has appeared in Australian television series including HALIFAX, BLUE HEELERS, SECRET LIFE OF US and most recently SMALL CLAIMS and on stage for the STC, MTC and Playbox in productions that include KING LEAR, THE TEMPEST, A MONTH IN THE COUNTRY and THE CHERRY ORCHARD.


KATE – Nicole Nabout

Nicole Nabout is currently filming the television series LAST MAN STANDING, previously performed with David Wenham in the MURRAY WHELAN SERIES and will also be seen this year in Pip Mushin’s JOSH JARMAN. She has extensive theatre credits, including Barry Kosky’s NABUCCO, played Lady Macbeth in MACBETH for the world renowned Le Coq Theatre Company and most recently SECRET BRIDESMAID’S BUSINESS for Playbox Theatre Company.


ABOUT THE CREW

Arenafilm has gathered together a creative ensemble over its last three films that includes:

Cinematographer Tristan Milani graduated from the Australian Film, Television and Radio School in 1994. His first feature The Boys was selected for 1998 Berlin Film Festival, and was nominated for Best Achievement in Cinematography at the 1998 AFI Awards and Best Cinematography for the 1999 Film Critics Circle Award. In 1999 and 2000, he shot three features, Solarmax, an Imax film for director John Wiley, Angst for director Daniel Nettheim and The Bank for director Robert Connolly, for which he was nominated for a 2001 AFI Award. He is currently shooting The Book of Revelation for director Ana Kokkinos.

Film Editor Nick Meyers won an Australian Film Critics Award and If Award for editing THE BANK, and gained an AFI nomination (‘Best Editing in a Feature Film’) for his first feature The Boys in 1998; the following year he edited City Loop (Bored Olives) for director Belinda Chayko. Nick developed his professional skills in TV drama and documentaries: he edited the landmark ABC drama series Scales of Justice in 1983, and in 1989 worked on the ABC docu-drama Police State. He also edited for the ABC’s Quantum and The Investigators weekly programs.  

Sound Designer Sam Petty’s feature film credits include Somersault, The Bank, Rain, Tosca (feature-length documentary), City Loop (Bored Olives), Soft Fruit, and The Boys. He was film and sound editor on The Mad Century, a ten-part animation series for director Bruce Petty; and assistant editor on the Australian features Oscar and Lucinda and Dead Heart. In 2004 he won an AFI Award for Best Sound Design for Somersault. He is currently working on Rowan Woods’ Little Fish.

Composer Alan John’s major film and TV credits include The Bank, Looking For Alibrandi, The Farm, Travelling North and the ABC miniseries Edens Lost. His best-known opera composition is The Eighth Wonder, produced by Opera Australia in 1995 and revived in 2000. In theatre work, Alan has developed close associations with leading Australian directors Jim Sharman and Neil Armfield, singer Robyn Archer, writers John Romeril and David Holman, the Belvoir Street Theatre and the Bell Shakespeare Company. In 2001 he won the Screen Guild of Composers Award for Best Films Score for THE BANK.

Production Designer Luigi Pittorino has nine features to his credit: Little Fish and Three Dollars in 2004, The Man Who Sued God and The Bank in 2000, City Loop, Kick, The Boys, Floating Life, and Square One. His television drama credits include Sadness (SBSI/Film Australia), G.P. (ABC), Police Rescue (ABC/Southern Star), Seven Deadly Sins (ABC/Generation) and Brides of Christ (ABC/RCC). 

Costume Designer Sandi Cichello is a new member of the Arenafilm team. Sandi had previously worked with David Wenham on the mini-series AFTER THE DELUGE and has extensive credits in Melbourne theatre and television.

MUSIC IN THE FILM “THREE DOLLARS”
EDDIE

It was at Old Man Williamson’s that I discovered Tanya, and Joy Division. A shy apocalyptic punk poet meets manic but melancholy pop. This was cutting edge and I was on to it early, pre Love Will Tear Us Apart. 

In addition to Alan John’s score, source music plays a central role in THREE DOLLARS. Tanya and Eddie are brought together by a common love of JOY DIVISION, and the increasing absence of music in their life marks their relationship’s decline and economic crisis.

Key music in the film includes Joy Division’s classics TRANSMISSION and LOVE WILL TEAR US APART, Elvis’ terrific version of Joe South’s WALK A MILE IN MY SHOES and Chet Baker’s moving vocal performance of MY FUNNY VALENTINE.

Australian tracks include Died Pretty’s SWEETHEART and Gelbison’s KEEP IT CLEAN from their latest album.

The soundtrack will be released by ABC Classics in April 2005.

Love Will Tear Us Apart and

Transmission

Composed by Ian Curtis, Peter Hook, Stephen Morris, Bernard Sumner

Performed by Joy Division
My Funny Valentine
Composed by Richard Rodgers & Lorenz Hart

Performed by Chet Baker

Walk A Mile In My Shoes
Composed by Joe South

Performed by Elvis Presley

Sweetheart
Composed by Ronald Peno & Brett Myers

Performed by Died Pretty

Keep It Clean
Composed by E. Kahn and N. Kahn

Performed by Gelbison

Whispering Pines
Composed by Robbie Robertson and Richard Manuel

Performed by Doris

Darlin’ Ukelele
Composed by Jolie Holland and Samantha Parton 

Performed by Jolie Holland
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